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FEBRUARY 26, 2008

WORK/DISCUSSION MEETING PRIOR TO CITY COUNCIL

The work session commenced at 5: 05 p.m.

Those in attendance to the work session were: Mayor Joseph Gertge, Councilmembers Scott Peterson,

Michael Poff, Farrell Poll, David Thomas ( 5: 12 pm) Scott Woodbury, City Manager Matt Dixon, City
Recorder Erika Ahlstrom.

Councilmember Thomas not in attendance at beginning of meeting.

Visitors: Brandon Jones, Tom Graydon, Ruth Malan, Bob Flinders (late in meeting).

Discussion Regarding Udy Subdivision: Councilmember Poll expressed that he thinks Mr. Udy should be

able to do private drive and have Bob Flinders do the other half when he develops his property. He

believes the road as presented doesn' t make any sense. Mayor Gertge said everyone would have to go
back to the sketch plan minutes as to why the plan ended up this way. Councilmember Peterson indicated

the residents of the PUD are going to use the road if it goes through regardless.

Matt discussed with Attorney Steve Noel the possibility of payback agreements. Such an agreement
would allow having a holding strip between Kevin Udy and Bob Flinders that would be deeded over to

the City for when Mr. Flinders is ready to develop. Matt said he and Steve discussed that these

agreements don' t work when individuals hold control. Matt talked with Mr. Udy today about this option
and he will think about it.

Councilmember Thomas joins meeting at 5: 12 pm.

City Engineer Brandon Jones asked ifMr. Udy is willing to do what has been brought forward. Matt

affirms that Mr. Udy is as recommended by the Planning Commission. Councilmember Woodbury
indicated that the HOA is upset the Council hasn' t had a meeting with them. Councilmember Peterson

commented that the Council is not obligated to. Matt said the city staff and Council has gone through the

process and asked the HOA to meet with Kevin in November 2007, and they have failed to do so.

Councilmember Poff expressed concern that just because they can do the subdivision this way doesn' t

mean it is the best. He asked if this is the best thing for the city and is this what we want to do. Mayor
Gertge indicated that there are private roads that meet public roads throughout the city.

Matt said our argument has to be for public safety. Tom Graydon indicated any gate that is put up would

have to be approve by him, and that would set the standard for any other gates in the future.

Brandon said he highly recommends approving what has already been worked on. He indicated the

Sketch Plan Committee has already hashed through the issues.

It was discussed the Council may go into closed executive session later this evening if needed on this

Issue.

Cemetery: Mayor Gertge expressed appreciation to Matt and the staff for the work they did in providing
the information needed to help make a determination on the potential cemetery.

Councilmember Thomas said the numbers have convinced him that it' s a really bad idea. He pointed out

how long it would take the city to financial recover from the cost, and the fact that the city would have to

charge three times more than other cities in the area. He said no other districts recommend them.
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Councilmember Poff said if the city is going to have a cemetery, this is the best time because the land is

being donated. He said the only thing that is being asked right now is to allow the Petersen family to

utilize the land as a cemetery. He recommended an " option c," with minimal improvements, such as the

cemetery in Petersen. Councilmember Poff feels if this is not done, we may regret losing the opportunity
in the future. He said we have never " used does it make money" as criteria for anything else, such as

parks, the rec. center.

Councilmember Peterson indicated that even looking at option b, which is the scaled back version, he is

concerned about the subsidies that will be required of city. He said this money could be better spent
elsewhere, such as to hire a full time firefighter. He said he can' t in good conscience commit the city to

funding this. He also doesn' t believe all those paying taxes should supplement it.

Councilmember Woodbury said he spoke with the past mayor of Roy Roger Burnett, who advised him

that one needs to consider it as if it were a park. Councilmember Woodbury said he would love to see a

cemetery, that it would add to the spirit and closeness of the community. He expressed concern if the city
can afford it, but feels if we are going to have a cemetery, we need to do now when we have the

opportunity. He supported Councilmember Poffs idea for an option c ( no restrooms, improved roads,

etc.)

Mayor Gertge questioned if the Petersens would be willing to consider that minimal amount of

commitment.

Councilmember Poll also agrees with Councilmember Poff s idea of a more scaled down version.

Mayor Gertge summarized the following:
We would need to charge a very high fee.

All other cities have good commercial base to subsidize.

Easement and road care uncertainties.

Will the public approve of a bare essential cemetery?
What will we have to give up over the next few years, it is that important?
Do we make commitments that we are not responsible for in the future?

Mayor Gertge said he agrees it is a positive community-building project. He reported he has talked to

several families that have been in SW for a while, and they are excited about the prospect of a cemetery.
However, those newer residents on the east end will be buried where their parents are.

Matt indicated he thought option B was minimal. It includes a land drain, fence, topsoil, sprinkling, and

survey work. It includes road base for the first corner and road around it. Matt said we did take the

business model approach because it is the staff s responsibility to tell the Council what they are getting
into. Brandon said these are as realistic numbers as you can get at this point. He also stressed that a land

drain is necessary.

Councilmember Poff said he is pleased the Planning Commission discussed this issue and the city will be

moving toward conditional use permit. He reported there is a grant for up to $5, 000 matching funds to

help with a data system for the cemetery.

Councilmember Thomas pointed out that in past you may be able to go with minimal improvements, but

in today' s world you are looking for problems and liability issues. He said you can' t just be in part way.
If it is a priority you fund it. He expressed that he is wary of how much it will cost, and leading the

Petersen family along.
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Councilmember Thomas said the Council needs to make a decision before going through the conditional

use process.

Mayor Gertge and staff will talk to the Petersens further about their expectations. The cemetery will be

put on the next agenda for public comment.

Work meeting adjourned at 6: 02 p.m. Minutes taken by Erika Ahlstrom, City Recorder.


