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the side yard setbacks from 10 feet to eight feet. Barry said homes are getting larger and lots are

not. Barry said Davis County has 25 feet setbacks and the county has not encountered any

problem. Councilmember Woodbury asked about the eight foot side yard. Barry said he doesn' t

feel it would increase anything with fire protection.

Councilmember Poff asked for any public comment.

Chris Ferre, 1393 Cahoon Street Ogden, UT, said he will be building a home on a lot owned

by his father in South Weber. He said this setback change would greatly help his effort in

building a home in the city as he has had a difficult time coming up with a house plan. In his

opinion, the 30 feet set back is more restrictive than you see anymore.

Tom Graydon, Fire Chief, said the Planning Commission didn' t come to him until they went

through their process and forwarded it on to the Council. He doesn' t have a problem with the

setback but he is concerned about the side yard at eight feet. He said as soon as the wind blows

it will move a fire from one structure to another rather quickly. He suggested looking at

materials which should or should not be allowed on structures. He feels the side yard should

remain at 10 feet.

Alan Ferre, 1097 Skyhaven Cove, said he is in favor of the amendments to the setback and side

yards. He is concerned that everyone is treated equally within those zones that will be affected.

Councilmember Thomas moved to close the public hearing for Ordinance 08- 08.

Councilmember Peterson seconded the motion. Councilmembers Peterson, Poff,

Poll, Thomas, and Woodbury voted yes. The motion carried.

PUBLIC HEARING CLOSED * * * * * * * * * *

Councilmember Poff asked what the benefit would be to the city? Barry said it does allow larger
homes with higher values and more property tax, but the benefits to the city will be minimal. He

said homes today are probably 50% larger than they were even a year ago. He said Fire Chief

Graydon does know more about fire situations than he does. He doesn' t feel the city should get
into regulating materials on the side of homes.

Councilmember Poll asked if there is a specific code that regulates side yards? Fire Chief

Graydon stated the city' s water system can' t keep up with the size of homes being built today.
Larger homes will require that a home is sprinkled.

Councilmember Thomas is concerned that the closer the setbacks and side yards the more

urbanize the city becomes. He doesn' t have a problem with the setback amendment but he is not

in favor of the eight foot side yard. Councilmember Poll said Commissioner Westbroek is a

quality homebuilder and has a good pulse on the market conditions. He would rather have

someone stay here longer because they have a larger home verses a starter home.

Councilmember Peterson agrees with Councilmember Thomas in that a lot of individuals moved

to South Weber because there is more space between homes.












